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An agile little squirrel breaks one of her front teeth by accident! Fortunately, she meets an old shoe-
maker and they depend on each other for survival every day. With the increase in number of shoe facto-
ries in the city, the old shoemaker's business becomes more and more difficult. How can they get
through this hard time together?
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“Little Squirrel and The Old Shoemaker” is a cross-border musical and puppetry performance which com-
prises teams from Hong Kong, Spain and Austria. To celebrate our 35th anniversary and the brand new
start of this season, we are proud to present all-the-best to you all which includes marionette, glove pup-
petry, shadow puppetry, big puppets and string puppets . We will carry on with the "Life Education”
theme in the coming three years. May the children join us are able to discover themselves in our plays
and strengthen the connections between them and their families, others, Hong Kong and the globe and
therby come in quest of inner value of love and life.
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Artistic Director/Director/Playwright: Simon Wong  Original Story: Suie Lo
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Acting Director: Henry Chung Puppeteer/Puppet Design/Actor: Pere Bigas
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Musician: Kathi Hisberger Puppeteer/Actress: Angel Chan
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Ming Ri Institute for Arts Education was set up in 2002, reformed after Ming Ri Theatre Compa-
ny in1996, Hong Kong's first professional children theatre company, and Anonymity Dramatic
Club in 1984. The Institute has developed to a non-profit making charitable organization em-
phasizing the importance of both arts and education in the 21st century. We deeply believe in
the art of drama, as the key element to cultivate an “all-rounded person” in different aspects.

Other than stage performances, Ming Ri has been developing to inject elements of drama into
classrooms teaching, and provide support to teachers’ professional training. In recent years,
Ming Ri has been enthusiastically promoting the exchange of Eastern and Western puppetry,
including Shanghai International Festival for Children Theatre in 2004, Tolosa International
Puppet Festival in 2005 and the first Mini World Festival Puppetry for Purposes in Hong Kong
in 2012. Since 2017, Ming Ri becomes General Secretary of the Asian Children and Youth Art
Festival and Theatre Association (ATYA).

www.mingri.org.hk  [= 3]

] Y it 0 7T B
MingRi Institute For Arts Education E




EE 5;1;{-5 §§ Simon Wong
Bl {88 /1B58 /R Bl Artistic Director / Director / Script Writer
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Being the Artistic Director of Ming Ri Institute for Arts Education, over the decades, Simon has committed
himself in the development of children theatre, drama in education, and the preservation and development
of puppetry. He had worked with the Hong Kong Repertory Theatre, then the School of Technical Arts of the
Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, and the Theatre Workshop since 1983. In 1999, he was presented
with the Drama Practitioner Annual Achievement Award by the Hong Kong Arts Development Council for his
contribution to drama-in-education and children's theatre. From 2008 onwards, he was the first Chinese,
being appointed for two consecutive terms, as the Executive Committee member of UNIMA (Union Internatio-
nale de la Marionette). Affiliated to UNESCO. He is also the Deputy Director of the China Puppetry and Shadow
Arts Association, the advisor of the Drama School of the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts and the
Center for Child Development of the Hong Kong Baptist University. Besides, he is also a part-time lecturer in
the School of Continuing Education of the Hong Kong Baptist University.
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E 28 E Henry Chung

171858 Acting Director
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Graduated from the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, majoring in Applied Arts, Henry was awarded
the "Jackie Chan Charitable Foundation Scholarship" to Scotland, UK for an internship with the "International
Purves Puppets”. In the early years, he worked with the Hong Kong Education Bureau and NGOs for the Inte-
grated Education Scheme and promoted the arts for the disabled. He has been invited to facilitate workshops
in Hong Kong, Shenzhen, the United States and Brazil. In recent years he has co-worked with Fantasy Puppet
Theatre, Dramatic Artisan, Theatre Cokida, The Hong Kong Ocarina Cultural Association, Hong Kong Theatre
Works,Prospects Theatre, Sun Sun Arts Troupe and Ming Ri Institute for Arts Education.

Pere Bigas

IR1BED /B BEREt /RIEB B
Puppeteer/ Puppet Design/ Actor
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As a Philosophy graduate, puppeteer and playwright, Pere Bigas from Barcelona was introduced to mario-
nettes by Master Toni Zafra. After participating in several projects with “Clowns without Borders”, he became
puppeteer that brought him and his puppets a long trip from Argentina to the US. Back to Europe, he then at-

e tended workshops with Philippe Genty's company, master marionettist Stephen Mottram, puppeteer and
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Kathi Hisberger
RIBS®EESE Musician
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Being a musician and composer from Vienna, Austria. Kathi grew up in the world of W.A.Mozart's “Magic
Flute” at the Marionette-Theatre-Schloss-Schénbrunn. In childhood she visited Song-Song-Song Children &
Puppet Theatre in Taipei,Taiwan where she decided to play music. She expresses herself mostly through the
swinging sound of her saxophone, playing music in several projects from Jazz bands to Austrian storytellings,
silent movie music, fashion shows, the US-Marching-band, Lovebomb Gogo, theatres and Soundpainting.

BR/J\® Angel Chan
121880,/ BIE/B B Puppeteer/ Actress
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Graduated from the School of Drama of the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts with Bachelor of Fine
Arts in Drama, majoring in Acting. Angel currently works as an Actress, Theatre Arts & Education Coach, and
Company Manager of ThreeWoods Playwright. In 2012, she received funding from the Hong Kong Arts Devel-
opment Council under the Emerging Artists Project Grant where she created and produced “The Anonymous”
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S SEEEE/MHIBE Stage Manager/Lighting Designer
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Being the Stage and Technical Manager of Ming Ri, Pat had involved in stage productions of Ming Ri for years.
Recent production include “Little Redhead”, “My Tail", “Great Adventure of the Little Knight" and “Galaxy Ex-
press”. Directed production include “Dare to Speak English”, “Dare to Speak English - Adventure in Never-
land”, “My Three Friends", “Paper Boat", “Party with Shadows" and Story Theater, etc.

She had participated in various international exchange programs in Taiwan, Korea, Guangzhou, Tangshan,
Turkey and so on. Apart from school events, she is also active in cooperating with other organizations such as
The Hong Kong Children’s Musical Theatre, Shakespeare4All, Kwun Tong Theater, Amity Drama Club, Associa-
tion of Hong Kong Dance Organizations, Cinematic Theatre, Bear Music Limited, Angela Children’s Theatre
and Fantasy Puppet Theatre.
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FN1TES R Executive Producer
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Graduated from Bachelor of Arts (B.A), Chinese Language and Literature and Master of Visual Art in the
Hong Kong Baptist University, Esther is passionate in contemporary jewellery creation and exhibition curato-
rial, such as: “The Third Person: An Exhibition of Contemporary Jewellery”, “HERE - 2015 MVA Graduation Ex-
hibition” and ADAHK “A Bit More Than Arts Festival 2014".
-Being the Assistant Production Officer of Ming Ri, she is responsible for exhibition curation, drama produc-
tion, graphic design and admirﬁstration Recent productions include “Deep in the Sea” exhi |t|or| %e pro-
ductlon of “Who'’s omthe Roof‘?" and “Little Squirrel and the Old Shoemaker”. ‘ @ My s
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