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A Cultural Ambassador of Flanders based in Beveren, Belgium, the theatre is an independent travelling figure
theatre with 150-200 performances a year. It plays puppetry and figure theatre for toddlers, infants and
children of the primary school, as well as for adolescents and adults. Using the power of imagination, it hopes
to make its performances as various as possible. It performs in more than 30 countries all over the world:
Armenia, China, Russia, the USA and etc. It received lots of awards since its foundation. Recently, it was awarded
with Valentino for the Best Scenography in Harmony World Puppet Carnival in Bangkok, Thailand.
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Ming Ri Institute for Arts Education has been set up since 2002 renaming from Ming Ri Theatre Company.
Experiencing different stagesof attempt --- the amateur drama group Anonymity Dramatic Club in 1984 and
Hong Kong's first professional children theatre company Ming Ri Theatre Company in 1996, the institute is
developed to a non-profit-making charitable organization emphasizing the importance of both arts and
education in the 21st century.

We deeply believe in the art of drama, as the key element to cultivate an "all-rounded
person" in different aspect. Other than stage performances, Ming Ri has been
developing to combine elements of drama to classrooms, and provide support

in teachers’ professional training. Until now, more than 60 local schools has *
joined our education services, and there are more than 3000 teachers who
participated. In recent years, we have been enthusiastically promoting the
exchange of Eastern and Western puppetry; and to cooperate with
different international units, including Shanghai International
Festival for Children Theatre, Tolosa International Puppet Festival...

We also hosted the first Mini World Festival- Puppetry for Purposes

in Hong Kong this year, working together with over 20 international
puppet theatres from East and West, Ming Ri establishes excellent
feedbacks from the audiences.

WwWw.mingri.org.hk x
* @ :J/Ijir?g%iﬁﬁﬁfftfor Arts Education *

*



B B R 2 Artistic Director’s Note

2015-18% 2 "FRHEMHAEHE . £ 'SHRERS . N=FRERLHES -

REKHEAMEM) - —BMIRELEF EEARAANER - B (BETFERC) -- 90FK
FA% - 20920 - —EIAUINEILERIRE G - sRTERAIRERIRIA - SERAIRT R R —ERS -
MERE  [BENENRAM - EPESERBINRM - (FRMERRKAREEMN T
Rt - TERSREGBARERALIAREHR - MERZEL N - RESEMRERAES
M - B—FRMEGSIA-—NEENKHERE - ST - BEZRUMA -

P —TERHERRELHBN VB R - KEFRNF FHEERRMNTE - REOE LW
2E - (RRE) - (BFHE) - (AEZRFEMU) F - E'TEL BfFm - HIFEER -
AEEBCHERRA)\PREREENEHFRENEEEH

2015-18 is the 3 years of presenting classic children theatres in “JR Theatre”.

There are two kinds of children classics. One is the mature works worldwide, like Valentino: a Belgium
work created at the 90s and has been successful since then. It's a work about race relation. With only
one actor, it comprises two kinds of communications: between the actor and the book, and between
the little frog and the stork. Children theatre doesn’t become classic only because of the script, the
form, the way of presentation contribute as well. We wish to introduce you one of this kind every year:
this year from Belgium, next year from Austria.

Another kind of classic is the literary kind; they have great influences in children’s growth and mental
health. Treasure Island, The Wizard of Oz, Five Children and It are good examples. I hope people of
all age hunt the treasure in this literary world.
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Artistic Director of Ming Ri Institute for Arts Education. Over the decades, he puts himself in the
commitment to the development of children theatre, drama in education, and the preservation and
development of puppetry. Mr. Wong had worked with the Hong Kong Repertory Theatre, then the
School of Technical Arts of the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, and the Theatre Workshop
since 1983. In 1999, he was presented with the Drama Practitioner Annual Achievement Award by
the Hong Kong ArtsDevelopment Council for his contribution to drama-in-education and children’s
theatre. From 2008 onwards, he was appointed for two consecutive terms, as the Executive Committee
member of UNIMA (Union Internationale de la Marionette), affiliated to UNESCO. He is also the deputy
directors of the China Puppetry and Shadow Arts Association, the advisors of the drama school of
Hong Kong Academy for Professional Arts and the Center for Child Development of Hong Kong
Baptist University. He is also a part-time lecturer in the School of Continuing Education of Hong Kong
Baptist University.
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Since I have studied arts and culture I have been fascinated by Asian culture, and its traditional
puppetry and theatre making, a heritage that should never be lost. On the other hand a new
wind is blowing through the Asian children theatre landscape. More and more artists and
people are aware of the real children theatre is based on emotional and educative foundation.
One of the leading organizations to make this magical world come true for Hong Kong
children is Ming Ri Institute for Arts Education. So I feel very honored and it is my great
pleasure that I accepted to direct a Cantonese version of my Valentino. It has been a long
and hard work with a lot of obstacles: language, way of acting, culture difference... But the
team especially the actor, Manchun, did a wonderful job. The production team of Valentino’s
biggest reward will be the smile on the faces, and the good feeling in the hearts of the
spectators, small and big ones. Enjoy and be moved.
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The founder and director of Vlinders & C’, he is also a script writer, actor and puppeteer.
He studied in School of Puppetry in Mechelen (highest distinction), and several training
courses in Belgium and abroad. He has debuted in 1982 as amateur, in 1990 he became
professional. He performed over 4000 shows. He worked for the Belgium francophone
television RTBF in satiric puppet sports programmes. He is the Artistic Director of some
national festivals. He received 2 national awards and 11 international awards. He is now
the President of the Belgium Centre of UNIMA and member of executive committee.
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A freelance artist. He worked as the Acting Skills Director in Ocean Park’s “Halloween Fest”
between 2010 and 2014.

He participates in lots of Ming Ri’s performances: The Fox and The Egg (debut and re-run),
The Frog Groom, The Boy Becomes Rabbit Mama, Princess Ice-lolly, The Dragon Who Can’t
Spark, Master Li’s Shadow Theatre, Interactive Children Teaching Workshop, Cultural
Ambassador: Heritage Theatre and Shadow Puppet Theatre- Hong Kong in Light and
Shadow. He was the Acting Director of Guangzhou performed The Fox and the Egg, I Want
to Be Loved, Ugly Duckling’s Moonlight, Princess Ice-lolly. In 2009, he followed Ming Ri’s
team to Russia for cultural exchange in the Omsk First International Puppet Theater Festival
“Visiting Arlekin”.
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Currently is the Stage Manager for Ming Ri Institute for Arts Education

Ltd, and followed the production to participate in oversea’s production. In the past, she
worked with different theatre companies, including Hong Kong Children’s Musical Theatre,
Shakespeare4All Hong Kong, Kwun Tong Theatre, Amity Drama Club,

Hong Kong Dance Association, Cinematic Theatre and Fantasy Puppet ‘
Theatre... , mainly as stage manager and production manager. é Q
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Irina Dobrescu graduated from the National University of Arts in Bucharest in 2003. She
met the teacher Stela Lie and other colleagues in the university and they were to become
founders of the Ilustrator's Club together. She illustrated several books for children,
such as The Day Sleep Ran Away by Victoria Patrascu, or the Romanian anthologies What's
the Catch about Reading, and What Can You Do with Two Words, in Romania. In 2013 she
illustrated for NordSiid Verlag in Swizerland, Konig Drosselbart by Grim Brothers. She also
attempted to write for children. In 2014 she won the “Arthur Grand Trophy", a Romanian
literature contest, for the Story of a poker-player wolf.
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PRODUCTION TEAM

H{fTHIEL Artistic Director  F)7338 Simon Wong
S8&E/#7B Director/Playwright  Ronny Aelbrecht (EbFIEF Belgium)
JBE Cast E£3f8 Wong Man Chun
ET)&1E Vocal Performance 758 Simon Wong B8 %8 Nico Chiu
P58 Irene Leung #8358 E Henry Chung
B EE Johnxon Tai B4 Peanut Tsang
F;’%{j LiuLokHang  Z#42 Liu Lok Sze
7610 Kayden Leung  Z2)81fiR Katie Leung
ZBA8 Lee Long Yat
2485 Stage Manager  {a B4E Pat Ho
F1iTs2 #& Technical Support 51740 Ma Xing Zhi (P& China)
1BEE85T lllustration  Irina Dobrescu (#&55/235 Romania)
BERRESET Design  #<ZE 52 Tindol Tsui
BNIBESH Assistnat Producer 2IZBE Demi Lau
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